
Henry weymann 
Born October 22, 1856  Died January 1, 1929 
Original Owner of 508 South Sergeant Avenue 

Queen Anne, Circa 1891                                                                                                                            

From Mr. Weymann’s Death Notice: 

T o the Fatherland (Germany) is Joplin indebted for 
one of her representative citizens, Henry        

Weymann, one of the most progressive and enterpris-
ing men identified with the local mining industry and 
one who has the distinction of having been connected 
with the operation of the first zinc smelter built west of 
the Mississippi River and of shipping the first car load 
of zinc ore from the mines west of the Mississippi river 
to the smelter. 
 

I n 1873, interested by the glowing report of the rich 
lead and zinc mines of southwest Missouri made by 

one of his former employees, Peter Coyle of Potosi, 
then at Joplin, who had traveled by wagon through 
southwestern Missouri, Mr. Weymann, in company 
with Firmeu Desloge of Potosi, now a well known lead 
smelter man of St. Louis, and Don Palmer, then a min-
ing man of Potosi, visited the Southwest Missouri  
Mining District, the Joplin and Granby mines.  
 

I n November of 1876 Mr. Weymann located at   
Joplin, as ore buyer for the Martindale and Eddy 

Zinc Company of St. Louis. These German gentlemen 
continued in the zinc business as the pioneer ore buy-
ers of the Joplin district and as prominent citizens of 
Joplin. 
 

H is mining crew discovered the Crystal Cave at 
Fourth and Gray. It is reported to have the    

largest calcite crystal ever found in the U.S. 
 

W hen his home was built, it contained some of 
the modern conveniences, which were speaking 

tubes and central vacuum system. 

JOHN COMERFORD 

Born 1865  Died 1937 
Original Owner of 115 South Sergeant Avenue 

Dutch Colonial, Circa 1902 
 

Born August 31, 1840  Died May 14, 1909 
Original Owner of 405 South Moffet Avenue 

Eclectic Architectural Style, Circa 1890 
From His Obituary:  

I n 1888 James H. Dangerfield, with his family, moved 
to Joplin, and engaged in mining. Later he opened 

offices and launched out in the real estate business, 
where he achieved marked success as a businessman of 
ability and sterling integrity. He was summoned to the 
life eternal on the 14th of May, 1909, at the age of 68 
years, and his cherished and devoted wife (Mary A. 
Newman) passed away on the 21st of November, 1908. 
 

M r. Dangerfield was born in England and around 
1842, 

immigrated to 
America with 
his parents.  
When the local 
Y.MC.A. was 
organized, he 
was elected its 
first president. 
 

Jesse Starr 

Born May 25, 1865  Died June 10, 1945 
Original Owner of 310 South Moffet Avenue 

Colonial Revival, Circa 1902 

M any early and prominent Joplin men could lay 
claim to the “rags to riches” story. Jesse Starr 

was one such man.  His grit and determination carried 
him from the Lanyon Smelting Company in Kansas 
where he began working in 1876, at the age of fifteen, 
to the Lanyon-Starr Smelting Company that he      
organized in 1897.    
 

I n 1905, he organized the Conqueror Trust Company 
with William Houk, John Gmeiner, & Julius Becker, 

and served as the company’s vice-president.  Mr. Starr 
was also      
president of the 
Minden Coal 
Company.  In 
1913, with J. W. 
Wren, was one 
of the organizers 
of the Wren 
Broom Co. 
 

 
 
 

ARTHUR H. WAITE 

Born 1853  Died 1934 
Original Owner of 616 South Sergeant Avenue 

American Four Square/Classic Elements, Circa 1906 
 

M r. Waite came to Joplin as a young man and 
began his career at the Merchants’ State Bank, 

and later engaged at Miners’ Bank.  When Joplin   
National Bank was organized, he was named cashier 
and later was     
president.    

 
 

William Houk 

Born 1853  Died 1911 
Original Owner of 218 South Sergeant Avenue 

American Foursquare/Classical Elements, Circa 1903 

A  graduate of the Cincin-
nati Law School, he wed 

Edna Catherine Jackson in 
1891.  Mr. Houk consolidated 
several mining operations 
into the Conqueror Zinc Co.   
serving as its president with 
his wife as vice president.  In 
1905 he co-founded the    
Conqueror Trust Company, and was elected president.  
  

M rs. Houk, was an early feminist, a prohibition 
activist, poet and writer of short stories.  She 

published a book in 1893 called “Women Wealth   
Winners: How Women Can Earn Money.” 

 

Ben Landauer 

Born 1866  Died 1928 
Original Owner of 118 South Moffet Avenue 

Queen Anne, Circa 1902 

M r. Landauer owned 
Landauer Wholesale 

Liquor, founded in 1876, 
with offices at 306 Main 
Street and a warehouse at 
208 Main Street, Joplin.  He 
was also a member of the 
Joplin Zouaves, a local    
militia which dressed in 
Turkish uniforms. 

T he current homeowners found original liquor  
advertising handbills dated 1910 under the attic 

floor during their restoration.  Note: 
Prohibition started around 1920. 

 

MONUMENT NOTES 
The Landauer family is buried in one 
of the two Jewish sections of the 
cemetery.  Traditionally, mourners 
may leave a rock on the monument 
to show they had visited. 



George Lavery 

Born 1856  Died 1928 
Original Owner of 608 South Sergeant Avenue 

Queen Anne, Circa 1899 
 

M r. Laverly served as 
the Deputy County 

Assessor, Deputy Sheriff, 
and on the Joplin City 
Council in the late 1890s.  
Early on he was associated 
with the smelting industry.  
Later he was with Cofer 
and Lavely, purveyors of      
groceries and dry goods. 

 

Thomas Lennan 

Born June 11, 1877  Died September 10, 1946 
Original Owner of 219 South Sergeant Avenue 

Georgian Revival, Circa 1917 
 

T homas Fran “Tommy” Lennan was born and 
raised in Massachusetts and graduated from    

Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1899. Instead 
of following the course set by his father and other   
relatives to go to sea, he immediately headed for the 
mining fields of the Midwest.  He worked with mines 
in Webb City, Carterville, Duenweg, Missouri and 
Hattenville (later Commerce) Oklahoma. The Joplin 
Globe reported that "few of the veteran operators in the 
Tri-State field has as wide and as extensive a mining 
career as did Mr. Lennan, who never actively engaged 
in any other business." 
 

W hen he was not at work, Mr. Lennan was most 
likely on the golf course at Oak Hill Country 

Club.  In 1906, he married Charlotte Gregg, a  member 
of a Joplin pioneer family. 

A. B. McConnell 

Born 1846  Died 1926 
Original Owner of 115 South Moffet Avenue 

Free Classic Queen Anne, Circa 1899 
 

M r. McConnell arrived in Joplin in 1889 and   
established A. B. McConnell Real Estate Co.   

and was regarded as the 
dean of Joplin real estate 
dealers.  He handled some of 
the most important and 
valuable proprieties in the 
area.  He made a specialty of 
sub-divisions and  platting. 
 

H e also became financially interested in mining 
operations.  He was an active Young Men’s 

Christian Association member and was instrumental in 
erecting their first building completed in 1901.  
 

Henry McNeal 

Born October 20, 1865  Died July 1, 1929 
Fellowship Masonic Lodge Member 

Original Owner of 220 South Moffet Avenue 
Prairie Style, Circa 1908 

M r. McNeal was a leading contractor and builder 
in Kansas City and who was also the owner of a 

zinc mine in Joplin. His honored employer, F. M. 
Sharp, came to Joplin in 1890, to supervise the        
operation of his mine, and he made Mr. McNeal    
manager of the property, thus showing his appreciation 
of the latter's ability and fidelity.  
 

O n the 11th of September 1905 McNeal Machinery 
Company was incorporated, of which Mr. 

McNeal became president and general manager. Mr. 
Sharp was vice-president of the company until his 
death.  

I n 1889 Mr. McNeal 
was united in mar-

riage to Miss Mary 
Heinz, and they had 
two daughters.  Mrs. 
McNeal and her 
daughters were valued 
factors in connection 

with the leading social activities of Joplin and the fami-
ly home was a center of gracious hospitality. 

Frank Sharp 

Born 1878  Died 1931 
Original Owner of 212 South Moffet Avenue 

Spanish Mission, Circa 1909 
 

M r. Francis 
Marion 

Sharp, a Kansas 
City building 
contractor, 
moved to Joplin 
in 1890 to   
invest in zinc 
mining.  He 

also served as a manager for McNeal Machinery and 
was president of the Stewart Lumber Company.  His 
wife, Nett, was the daughter of Joplin founder Patrick 
Murphy.   
 
 

Fletcher taylor 

snapp 

Born May 12, 1870  January 30, 1950 
Scottish Rite Member 

Original owner of 501 South Sergeant Avenue 
Colonial Revival, Circa 1905 

 

M r. Snapp was a member of Joplin High School’s 
first graduating class of 1888, first president of 

the Joplin Automobile Club, was Joplin mayor for the 
1922-1926 term, one of the founders of the Citizens 
State Bank, and cashier of Cunningham Bank.  His 
house suffered several devastating fires---the first of 
which, claimed his life when he was 80 years old. 

George n. spiva 

Born 1873  Died 1950 
Mason 

Second Owner of 611 South Sergeant 
Colonial Revival, Circa 1902 

 

O riginally Mr. Spiva organized the Home Powder 
Company, and later was founder and president of  

General Explosives Company, which had seven branch 
offices.  He was chairman of the board of First National 
Bank, president of Old Conqueror Trust Company, 
president of Spiva Investment Company, and president 
of Liberty Building Company. 
 

M anifesting early interest in good roads, he served 
as president of the Joplin Special Road District, 

and was the first president for Missouri of the 66 High-
way Association.    
 

M r. Spiva was one of the founders of the Woman’s 
Club, and was one of the original contributors to 

the founding of the Y.M.C.A. building and Freeman 
Hospital.  He was a charter member of the Kiwanis 
Club, a member of the Joplin Lodge, Scottish Rite, 
Joplin Club and Twin Hills Golf and Country Club.  A 
former president of the park board, Mr. Spiva partici-
pated actively in building the city’s municipal park 
system.  He also served various times on the boards of 
Joplin’s charity organizations.  He was also one of the 
founders of the Joplin Stockyards and of the old Joplin 
Marble Company.   
 

W hen George N. Spiva bought this home in 1917, 
he created a spectacular rose garden that drew 

visitors from all around. 
 

H is son George A. Spiva went on to be a promi-
nent leader in Joplin as well.  George A. donated 

the park at Fourth and Main Street and it is named for 
George N., complete with a bronze statue of his     
likeness. 
 
 
 


